THE CONQUEST
battle of Tinchebrai. Robert fell a prisoner to Henry, who never
again allowed his brother to go free, though he was given, of
course, the respect and maintenance due to his rank and was only
kept within the walls of the royal castles. He died in one of
these—that of Cardiff—in 1134, and thenceforward the union
of England and Normandy was accomplished. Robert's son
William (surnamed Clito) could do nothing effective.
Death of Henry's Heir. Importance of Matilda.
Henry I of England had one son, his heir, William, a young man
who in the year 1120 was about eighteen years of age. He was
morally of little worth, and would possibly, had he lived, have
helped to undo his father's great work. But he did not live, for
he was drowned in the wreck of a vessel called The White Ship,
an accident due to some drunken orgy or other before they sailed.
The blow crushed his father, who seemed to think that there
sank with it the chances of the new dynasty; but as it turned
out the disappearance of this young William helped on the future
great Anglo-French realm which nearly became the universal
power over the West of Europe. It raised the descendants of
the Conqueror to the highest place among the princes of Europe.
The thing fell about thus.
Henry's only daughter, who was now his heiress, bearing the
same name as her mother, Matilda, had been married to the
Emperor Henry V at thirteen, and had been away in Germany for
many years. On Christmas Day of the next year, 1126, Henry's
great barons did homage to Matilda—she was now a widow,
the Emperor being dead—and acknowledged her their "lady,"
but not using the word * Queen.' And it is specially to be noted
that Stephen of Blois, another grandchild of William's, joined in
the homage that was done. William Clito's claim was supported
by the French King, but it came to nothing. The real issue
was to be between Matilda and Stephen of Blois—Stephen being
a son of William the Conqueror's daughter, who had married
the Count of Blois, and having the advantage in the claim that
he was a man (for direct rule by a woman seemed unsuited to
the time); Matilda having the claim that she was the daughter
of the reigning English King, but the disadvantage of her sex.
On the other hand, she had received the homage of the whole
court and of Stephen himself.
Now, in 1128 there followed a most important event. The
widowed Empress Matilda, who even now was no more than
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